The last conscious thoughts before loss of consciousness have been of interest for many years. Some people have been reported as having said that they had had a glimpse of an after-life, and had regretted returning to this one; others have recalled, so novelists write, a misspent youth, or events they wish had not taken place.
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During an investigation into retrograde amnesia (Rudolf, 1947 (Rudolf, , 1948 The present paper deals with 34 men who had suffered from unconsciousness but who had no retrograde amnesia?that is, they recollected the actual event, such as a blow, that produced unconsciousness. Twenty-five of these men were in action at the time of the incidents, and so were in the presence of danger and death. Of the total number of 37 periods of unconsciousness amongst the 34 men, 9 were accompanied by thoughts that occurred after the injury and before loss of consciousness. In one incdent the thoughts could have been memories of an actual event; in another incident unconsciousness could have commenced while a man was in the air, as he recalled rising but not falling. Thoughts recorded, which appeared not to be those of real events only, were as follows: suddenly precipitated thoughts gave no vision of an after-life, this fact is no proof that such visions do not occur. The enquiries were made a considerable time after the injuries were sustained, and falsification of memory could have occurred. Somerville (I93I) giyes an instance of a cyclist believing for at least 17 years that he (Somerville) had knocked him down, as he was the first person the cyclist saw on regaining consciousness, whereas some other person had actually caused the incident.
Whether or not the thoughts described by these men had occurred, the patients believed that they had. This is also the situation in the case of persons who have been near death and yet have recovered, and who report that they have had a glimpse of an after-life. If a person asserts that he has seen a glimpse of an after-life, it is impossible to show that he has not. In the pursuit of truth, a belief that he has not is of the same value as a belief that he has.
